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Dates for your diary … 

20th to 24th November – Road Safety Awareness Week 

1st December – Christmas Fair 3pm (school hall) 

11th December – Team Star carols at church 1pm 

13th December - EYFS & Y1 Nativity 9.30am 

14th December – EYFS & Y1 Nativity 2.30pm 

15th December – PTA Party Night (Tickets to go on sale)         

N – Y2   4-5pm          Y3 – Y6    5.15 – 6.15pm 

18th to 21st December – Class Christmas parties (Dates 

to be confirmed) 

22 December – 1.15pm Carols around the Christmas tree.  

2.15pm School closes. 

Kirby Hill CE School’s PTA 

Next meeting: Tuesday 23rd January                           

7pm at The Grantham Arms 

Please come along to help us to plan future events. 

 

Effort Shield 

The Kirby Hill Effort Shield is an amazing                          

award to receive as it shows that                  

particular children have valued their learning           

and fulfilled our school motto:                                 

“If you can believe it, you can achieve it.” 

Well done to:                                                                                                           

Lydia Harland-Lazenby (Y6)                                                                 

& Tom Springell (Y1) 

Well done!  

Anti-Bullying Week 

This week has been National Anti-Bullying Week and we 

have made sure that we have dedicated time in class as well 

as our Collective Worship sessions to discuss some of the 

different issues and concepts involved. 

We have made sure that all children (even our youngest 

children in Nursery) are beginning to develop (or deepen and 

improve) their understanding of what bullying is (it is 

different from children occasionally falling out) and what we 

need to do about it. 

There is no legal definition of bullying but it is usually 

defined as repeated behaviour which is intended to hurt 

someone either emotionally or physically, and is often aimed 

at certain people because of their race, religion, gender or 

any other aspect such as appearance or disability. 

Bullying can take many forms including: 

 physical assault 

 teasing 

 making threats 

 name calling 

 cyber bullying 

The children have learned about ‘The High 5’ approach           

(1. Ignore, 2. Talk nicely, 3. Walk away, 4. Talk firmly, 5. 

Report) and we have reinforced the absolute MUST that if 

anyone thinks that bullying is going on, they need to report 

it straight away to an adult in school so that it can be 

addressed. 

 

 

  Parents’ Evenings                                                          

   There was a lovely atmosphere in school over our two 

parents’ evenings.  Thank you for taking the time to come in 

to school to speak to your children’s teachers. 

I have received some feedback about the sign up system 

this year and how many parents felt it wasn’t as clear as it 

could have been. For that, I am really sorry.  I had hoped 

that putting all of the sign-up sheets together would help 

those parents that need to organise multiple appointments.  

I now realise that where they were placed meant that many 

parents did not see them until it was too late. 

If you missed a parents’ evening slot, we would be more 

than happy for you to arrange a meeting with class teachers 

as soon as you can and we will try to accommodate you 

wherever possible.                       

  

 

School Gate                                                              

For safeguarding purposes, it is really important that our 

front gate remains locked during school time.  Mrs Gudgeon 

and Mrs Williamson are doing a sterling job of walking down 

to open it whilst we are waiting for a buzzer system to be 

installed.  GFM are dealing with this for us and I have been 

assured it will be in place soon. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beech Class’ News 

 

           

       

 

 

 

 

         We have been very busy in                                                                                                                                      

           Beech Class this week! 

 

The children have really enjoyed developing and extending their number skills and knowledge.  They 

have practised: sequencing numbers, counting up to 20 and adding up to 10 using number tracks and 

number lines.  To help reinforce the children’s learning, we have been using lots of practical resources 

and fun approaches.  The children have loved counting, adding and taking away in the class ‘pond’ with 

the speckled frogs!  

We have also had lots of fun developing our engineering skills with the large bricks. 

Feedback from Parent View Questionnaires 

Thank you very much to those of you who were able to complete a school questionnaire for us over our two 

parents’ evenings.  It is another way for parents and carers to be consulted and to allow them to have a voice in 

school - to share views / opinions so that we can try to address any issues together.  The written comments 

were particularly useful as they added further clarification. 

The one area I think we need to discuss as a school community is bullying.  As well as two responses indicating 

they disagreed with the statement that the school deals effectively with bullying, many responses reflected 

that they didn’t know if bullying was dealt with effectively. 

In response to this, I would like to dedicate the next Parents’ Forum to this topic.  I will present the current 

school policy on bullying and would welcome parents to review it with me.   

It is so important that we work together on this matter.     

 

The next Parents’ Forum has been set for Monday 18th December at 2pm (to allow for an hour’s meeting before 

the end of school).  The feedback from some parents after the previous meeting time was that it was very 

difficult to organise childcare for an evening meeting.  I hope that hosting a meeting during the school day will 

now mean that some parents can attend – after having to cancel the previous meeting through non-attendance. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chestnut Class’ News 

It’s all mammals, reptiles and amphibians at the moment in Chestnut Class as we classify and compare a 

range of animals from real life observations as well as from books and the internet.  Our Paws, Claws and 

Whiskers topic is providing lots of opportunities to ask questions like, ‘Do we always find a woodlouse under 

wood?’  

In English, we have been reading and writing about a very famous bear that is extremely popular at the 

moment.  Paddington is inspiring our story writing and we may have to try a marmalade sandwich or two 

before the topic is over, using our senses and comparing our preferences! 

We are learning about fact families in maths and our current challenge is to be able to demonstrate and 

even record all eight facts for three numbers.   

We hope to be able to confirm the all-important parts for the nativity soon!     

 

            

Elm Class’ News    

We have had another busy couple of weeks in Elm Class. Following our walk around Kirby Hill village, we have 

gone from street detectives to map detectives! We found lots of symbols used on OS maps, and then worked 

out what they were telling us. We then practised our detective skills, examining maps of Boroughbridge for 

symbols to tell us more about our local area. 

 

We have also been having a really interesting time in science! After carefully watching what happens            

when M and Ms are covered in water, we were inspired to ask lots of science questions to explore this       

further. We wondered…. what would happen if we tried different sweets? What would happen if we              

tried different liquids? What happens to paper in the dish? How do they get the Ms on M and Ms?                  

We had a fascinating science afternoon finding out the answers! 

 

                    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Oak Class’ News 

Over the last two weeks, Oak Class children have been developing their knowledge of the Roman Empire and its 

impact on Britain. In particular, we have been looking at Boudicca and her attempt to throw off the Romans! In 

English, we have been writing a report on Boudicca’s rebellion whilst in history we have compared different images 

of Boudicca to ancient historian Cassius Dio’s description of Boudicca. Can children in Oak Class tell you which of 

the images below is the most accurate? In maths we are coming to the end of our unit on addition and subtraction 

so have been thinking about how we can make a choice as mathematicians whether to use a formal written method 

or a mental calculation. 

              

 Willow Class’ News 

   Willow Class have been to the Land of Neverbelieve in their Literacy lessons! They have explored the 

fascinating lands: where chocolate grew on trees, mountains told stories and fish flew in the sky at 

night! They had to design their own page to add to the book, creating their own weird and wonderful 

creatures and plants that are yet to be discovered!  

 

We are working really hard to conquer multiplication in maths! Some of us have even had a go at missing 

number problems which have really got our brains thinking!      

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 


