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Dates for your diary … 

• 12th Sept - Secondary School places for 2025, online applications open  

• 16th Sept – Harvest Festival (morning) 

• 16th Sept – ‘Supporting your child with their reading’ meeting for 

Rec & Y1 parents,  5.30 – 6.30pm 

• 25th Sept – Y6 Macmillan Coffee Morning (9 – 10am) – All parents & 

carers welcome to join Y6 in the hall 

• October – Black History Month 

• 2nd Oct – Nursery Stay and Play 9am – 10am 

• 4th Oct – Walk to School Day 

• 10th Oct - Flu Vaccinations for pupils in Reception to Y6  

• 12th Oct – Applications open for Reception places 2025 

• 15th Oct – Tempest Photography in school for individual photographs 

• 22nd & 24th Oct - Parents’ Evenings (please note the change of date) 

• 24th & 25th Oct – Y6 Bikeability 

• 25th Oct – Pumpkin decorating competition / Finish for half term  

• 31st Oct –  Closing date for Secondary School place applications (for 

Sept 2025) 

• 4th Nov – Return to school  

• 11th Nov – Remembrance Service / Start of Anti-Bullying Week 

• 15th Nov – Children in Need Day (PE Kit: Wear something yellow or 

spotty) 

• 22nd Nov – Walk to School Day 

• 12th Dec – EYFS / Y1 Nativity Performances 9.30am & 2.15pm 

(School hall) 

• 13th Dec – Y2 & Choir – Nativity readings and carols at church, 11am   

• 16th Dec – Anning Class Christmas Party (am) / Canady Class 

Christmas Party (pm) 

• 17th Dec – Darwin & Einstein Class Christmas Parties  

• 18th Dec – Christmas Dinner Day / Christmas Jumper Day  

• 19th Dec – Bell Class Christmas Party 

• 20th Dec – Finish for Christmas (School closes at 2.15pm – no After 

School Club) 

 

•  

•  

Effort Shield 

The Kirby Hill Effort Shield is an amazing award to 

receive as it shows that particular children have valued 

their learning and fulfilled our school vision:                                 

All things are possible for one who believes. Mark 9:23 

Well done to:  

     Iris Pollock (Y6) 

                                                                                

                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Autumn 2024 edition of Raring2go! Harrogate 

& York Magazine has landed... 

 

Please find the Raring2go! Autumn magazine link 

below.  This edition has got lots of hints and tips to 

help children enjoy reading within a family group, 

along with some great suggestions of books to read: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PTA Updates 

Thank you to everyone who supported the PTA’s summer BBQ! Funds 

are going to be used this term to pay for a visiting theatre group to 

perform a pantomime, for the whole school to enjoy. 

Pre-loved Uniform 

Please check out the new PTA website to help with accessing items 

of uniform.   Please email kirbyhilluniform@outlook.com if you would 

like to purchase any of the pieces.   Donations of uniform, and cash 

(in a sealed envelope) for purchasing, can be made via the school 

office as these will be passed on to the PTA. 

Autumn Term Events 

Events coming soon include Glow Discos (in-keeping with bonfire 

night) and a Christmas fair.  Keep an eye on the school gates for 

further dates and details. 

 

 

 

Smartphone Parent Pact 

North Yorkshire have launched a smartphone-free childhood 

pact which encourages parents to wait until children reach the 

end of Year 9 before giving their children a smartphone.  Whilst 

it can be useful for children from Y6 to have a mobile phone for 

safety reasons for when they are walking home alone, current 

research is warning parents about the dangers young children are 

facing when having free access to the online world via a 

smartphone.  

https://northyorkshireparentpact.smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/ 

 

 

Free Eye Tests for Children 

Have you had your children’s eyes tested recently?  Have a look 

at this leaflet from North Yorkshire. 

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/harrogateandyork/autumn2024/
https://oldschooluniform.co.uk/Search/Result?search=&region=1&location=North+Yorkshire&school=11062
mailto:kirbyhilluniform@outlook.com
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/the-problem
https://northyorkshireparentpact.smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/
https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Noticeboard/Red%20bag/Attachments/2024/Autumn%202024/Eye%20Test%20Leaflet%20%20.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anning Class’ News 

We have had 2 fantastic weeks in Anning Class! We have been so impressed with how well the children have all 

settled in to school life and are getting used to class routines. Last week, we read the story ‘The Colour 

Monster’ to help us think about our emotions. We used different colours to represent different emotions as we 

painted our own colour monsters. Using the loose parts, we made faces that showed different emotions. As we 

have lots of new learners in Anning Class, we played some parachute games to help us get to know each other 

too. 

This week, we have read the story ‘Leaf Man’. We have noticed how the leaves are starting to change colour and 

fall off the trees, as we see the start of autumn. It only seemed right to go on a leaf hunt around school to see 

the different colour leaves we could find! Back in the classroom, we created our own leaf man inspired pictures 

by gluing the leaves onto paper. 

 

 

 

 

     

 

     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bell Class’ News 

The Y1 children are settling well in to their new routines, in Bell Class.  We have started our topic on dinosaurs 

and learnt that they were alive millions of years ago but are now all extinct.  Someone did ask me if I had ever 

seen a dinosaur but I said that no; not even I was alive back then! 

We have had two fabulous forest school sessions (our favourite time of the week).  The children have been very 

busy making dinosaur environments, obstacle courses, whittling wood, bug hunting and doing many more 

activities. 

In science, we have started our topic on materials and we went for a materials hunt both inside the classroom 

and outside in the school grounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canady Class’ News 

In English, Canady Class have listened to fairy tales that have been read to them, watched animations of 

traditional fairy stories and read some fairy tales from books in the classroom. After becoming familiar with 

many of them, pupils started to retell their favourite fairy tale by using books and prompt sheets provided to 

them. Their partner listened to their fairy tale and provided some feedback. 

In maths, the class have been working on the unit of work: Place Value. In our lessons, we have been carrying 

out many practical tasks and games to develop our understanding of number - using the place value mats, base 

10s and place value counters. 

In PE, Canady Class have enjoyed developing their throwing and catching skills when passing a ball to one 

another. We played lots of fun games to develop our accuracy when throwing a ball and to improve our 

succession of catches. 

Yesterday, we travelled to Thirsk to participate in a Fun Run with other local schools. I was so impressed with 

how well the children showed resilience when running and by how well they supported each other throughout 

this exciting event.  Well done Canady Class! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darwin Class’ News 

The children in Darwin Class have had a great start to the new term.  We have been working hard on setting 

the expectations for our learning behaviours and getting used to the new class systems and routines.  We are 

focussing on developing our independence in class, and on listening carefully to instructions so that we can 

follow them first time.  The children have been working really hard on their baseline assessments too, and 

showing us how much of their learning they have remembered from last year. 

In preparation for our Harvest Festival on Monday, we have been working hard on our reading aloud skills.  

We have chosen a poem to share with the school during our service, and we have been practising our 

performance skills to make sure we speak nice and clearly. 

The food donations that are collected at the church during the Harvest services this Sunday and on our visit 

on Monday, are going to be shared with the Harrogate Homeless Project and the local food banks.   

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Einstein Class’ News 

 

 

Wow, our first two weeks in Einstein Class have gone quickly! I am really pleased that everyone has made 

a great start to the year - I have been so impressed with their enthusiasm and willingness to aim high. 

It is already clear that we have some wonderful role models for the rest of the school in the class, and 

we will be looking at opportunities for them to develop in this role over the year. With this in mind, I am 

excited that Einstein have begun a sports leader training course over this half term. Each Monday, they 

will develop leadership  and teamwork skills, culminating in them becoming sports leaders, who develop, 

organise and run PE games for other children. 

In science this half term, we are learning about light- we have got underway this week demonstrating 

that light travels in straight lines, before building on this over the coming weeks with a range of 

experiments and learning about how we see. Our topic for the half term is ‘Peasants, Princes and 

Pestilence’.  We have all been enjoying the rather gruesome subject matter...… if you’ve been spared 

details of the symptoms (and cures!) of the Black Death over dinner, then you’re lucky! 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 


